Witch hunts
T . . T «
errifying Topies
Entrance task: Think: 'W"ng do you the witch-hunt craze was
so rampant during the 16th and 17th centuries?
Tod:ag: The Eurepean Witeh-hunts
Homework: Reatﬁng — The Hammer of Witches - idenﬁfg

ﬂ\e reasons women were targefet’

Sexism in 16th century Europe

® Status of women declined

® Convents closed

® Prostitution became legal in some places
® Marriage = subservient role

® Witch hunts

Changing Attitudes
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Jome Tacls apout the Turopean Witeh [unts

1. Approximately 110,000 people were tried as witches
between 1450-1750
2 20-25% of thos
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3. Over 60 000 people were hned n ﬂﬂs process,

%, Geographically, France, Germany, Switzerland had the
largest number of witeh trials; Spain, ltaly, Portugal
had the least

Some facts about the Europeah Witeh Hunfs

5. Protestants and Catholics were hearl-g eqvual-
overall in the persecution of witches.

6. Most witches were condemned by secular
courts, not rehgiou's courts,

7. Older single and widowed women were the

most commeon target,
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Some Tacts about the turopeah tteh Munts
lnt—: tast mi’th execute a th Curope was ofjicially
exenorated in August 2008, eheaded in

Switzerland in 1782 ) Anna Goeldi was found

to have been determined guilty before her trial
began.

ﬂ\e Europeah Witeh Huhfs

W}\g were worren t‘argetetr"

1. A way to ex-p!-ain the ihex-phcaH-e in an age of wonder
2. Women were considered ‘s-pirituang weaker
(At’am & EVe). Rel—igou's ferver,
3. Women were often midwives and nurses to the sick
4’ . Worren were more hkelg to ouﬂiVe ﬂ\eir hu‘sband‘s -
poor widows ~ and many did not age well . . .
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T‘\e Euro-peah Wit‘c‘\ _Huhfs

W‘\g were women targetetl?

5. M3'5093h3 -2 geheral- hatred of womeh
6. Greed and jeai-ou's!j

PAg

The Hammer of Witches

— Written in 1484 to challenge all arguments against the
existence of witcheraft and to instruct magistrates on how to
identify, interregate and conviet witches,

eX W"‘H were women most commonl—y t‘arget—ed?
- Read t‘ne exter-pt-
- Be ready to discuss



Homework

The Hammer of
Witehes



